IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application No.: 



10/046,800 



Applicant: 



ROZIER et al. 



Filed: 



January 15,2002 



Docket No.: 
Customer No.: 



Art Unit: 
Examiner: 



Title: 




TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.97(b) 



Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A form. These references are cited in 
a corresponding foreign search report which is enclosed herewith. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the first Office Action on the merits; and Applicant therefore 
believes no fee is due. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the 
attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that each of all of the listed documents are material or 
constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicant reserves the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 



Dear Sir: 




w Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional filing fees required 
under Rule 1.17 concerning this transaction, or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 



13-0019. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Christine M. Rebman 
Reg. No. 50546 



Date: March 26, 2004 



MAYER, BROWN, ROWE & MAW LLP 

P.O. Box 2828 



RECEIVED 

MAR 3 1 2004 



Chicago, Illinois 60690-2828 
Telephone: (312) 701-7174 
Facsimile: (312)706-9000 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Art Unit: 
Examiner: 

Title: 



Docket No.: 
Customer No.: 



10/046,800 

ROZIER et al. 

January 15,2002 

3764 
unknown 

SITE GUARD FOR INTRAVENOUS 
SITES AND OTHER SENSITIVE 
AREAS 

02936979 
26565 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY 
"EXPRESS MAIL" 
"Express Mail" mailing label number 
EL 300806639 US 
Date of Deposit: March 26, 2004 
I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" under 37 
CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is 
addressed to COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, 
P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 

typed or printed name of person mailing paper or 
fee: Tim Hubalik^ 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Dear Sir: 



RECEIVED 

MAR 3 t 2004 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



Enclosed herewith are the following for the above-captioned application: 



1 . Information Disclosure Statement; 

2. Copy of International Search Report; 

3 . Form PTO/SB/08 A citing 4 references; 

4. Complete copies of 4 references; and 

5. Return receipt postcard. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional filing fees required 
under Rule 1.17 concerning this transaction, or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
13-0019. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Christine M. Rebman 
Reg. No. 50546 

Date: March 26, 2004 

MAYER, BROWN, ROWE & MAW LLP 

P.O. Box 2828 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-2828 
Telephone: (312) 701-7174 
Facsimile: (312)706-9000 



MAR 3 1 2004 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



RECEIVED 



\ 

MAR 2 6 20fi* t 



PTO/SB/08A 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



SubsttC^rform 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known I 


Application Number 


10/046,800 


Filing Date 


January 15, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


ROZIER ; 


Art Unit 


3764 


Examiner Name 


unknown 


Sheet | 1 | of | 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


02936979 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unes, Where 
Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 


MnmhAr.klnri Cn/in 2 (\1 knnwrri 

INUniUOI-MllU wOUo ^11 FJ lUWi 1 ) 




1 


3,176,686 


04/06/1965 


Barnes 






2 


4,870,976 


10/03/1989 


Denny 
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6,113,577 


09/05/2000 


Hakky et al. 






4 


6,132,399 


10/17/2000 


Shultz 
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Examiner 




Date 




Siqnature 




Considered 


i 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 'See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. *Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). *For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of 
document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the USPTO process) an application. Confidentiality 
is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will 
vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1460, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



